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	Congresswoman Kirkpatrick Visits Douglas Port of Entry 

4/17/19

Congresswoman Ann Kirkpatrick visited the Douglas port of entry for a tour and briefing. The visit offered the Congresswoman the opportunity to see first-hand the dire need at the port and the working conditions for the men and woman in blue uniform.
 View coverage of the visit »
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	Congresswoman Visits Proposed Site for New Port of Entry 

4/17/19

Congresswoman Ann Kirkpatrick visited the proposed site for the new commercial port of entry. The land is city-owned and they are willing to donate up to 80 acres to the General Services Administration for the new port and connecting infrastructure.  Congresswoman Kirkpatrick remarked that the new proposed location for the commercial crossing would solve many long term issues for the community.
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	Stakeholder Session with Congresswoman Kirkpatrick 

4/17/19

The City of Douglas, in partnership with Cochise County and Cochise College, hosted a roundtable discussion with approximately 45 local and regional stakeholders to address key issues impacting trade, tourism and economic development. It was also an opportunity for the Congresswoman to hear feedback from various perspectives of both the public and private sector. 
 
The Congresswoman reaffirmed her commitment to advancing the Douglas two-port solution, and she confirmed that the General Services Administration ranks the Douglas Port of Entry projects among the top seven national port of entry projects. 
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	POE Parking Lot Construction Completed 

5/18/19

Customs and Border Protection issued a press release commemorating the completion of the investments to improve the parking lot donated by the City of Douglas to the federal government.
 
Mayor Uribe stated, “This is a win-win situation for the community, for trade and for CBP.   We remain focused on the long-term solutions to modernize the existing port and realizing the construction of a new commercial port to the west, but this donation makes the situation better today, and that was essential."
View CBP Press Release »
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	Arizona-Mexico Corridor Study Stakeholder Meeting 
5/10/19
Councilman Jose Grijalva, City of Douglas Finance Director, Luis Pedroza, and Chairman Patrick Scherden of the Douglas Regional Economic Development Corporation participated in a meeting hosted by the Arizona Department of Transportation, along with the Sonoran Department of Infrastructure and Urban Development to discuss the findings of the Arizona-Mexico Freight Corridor Study.  The binational study, being conducted in partnership with the Mexican Department of Communication and Transport (SCT), outlines improvement strategies focused upon the efficiency and competitiveness of the multimodal transportation system that serves the pacific corridor.
The study confirms that the Arizona-Mexico Corridor remains a competitive and perhaps a preferred alternative for the shipment of fresh produce and other commodities from various points along the corridor destined for the western United States over corridors connecting to Texas.    View AZ-MX Corridor Study Draft »








[image: https://gallery.mailchimp.com/video_thumbnails_new/874bdf13169768f3867ef5084d05bc3c.png]
Pictured: Patrick Scherden, Chairman, DREDC. Video source: Chamber Business News 

Patrick Scherden, Chairman of the Douglas Regional Economic Development Corporation, and Chairman of the Douglas Industrial Development Authority, was interviewed by Chamber Business News (cbn.com) to discuss the border crossing initiatives in Douglas. To watch the full interview please click on the image above.
Read full article »
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	City of Douglas Sends Letters on POE Staffing to Congress 

4/28/19
Customs and Border Protection announced the reassignment of 750 officers from our ports of entry to support the activities of the Border Patrol in locations beyond the border. 

It is estimated that the Douglas port of entry lost more than two dozen officers, creating additional delays for the flow of goods and people at the border.

In a letter to Congress, Mayor Uribe emphasized, "During the announcement by Commissioner McAleenan, he himself stressed that the reassignment of personnel would mean longer wait times at ports of entry. We are very afraid of the consequences to our local economy and the impacts to all of Arizona and the nation from these decisions."
 
View letter to Senators  »
View letter to Representatives »
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	Guadalupe Ramirez Sworn in as Director of Field Operations 

4/18/19

Guadalupe Ramirez Jr. was sworn in as Director of Field Operations, Tucson Field Office, Customs and Border Protection. Mr. Ramirez is responsible for all operations and enforcement activities at all international ports of entry in Arizona. He manages more than 700 CBP officers, agriculture specialists, import and mission support specialists, and other support staff.  Congratulations to Mr. Ramirez on his new appointment. 
View coverage of the event »
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	City of Douglas & Cochise County Pass Resolutions on Port of Entry 

4/10/19

The City of Douglas passed a non-binding resolution indicating commitment to the donation of land for the construction of the new port of entry, and to working with stakeholders to plan and develop the infrastructure improvements that will be needed for the proposed commercial port of entry operations. Among the needed infrastructure and services are water, wastewater, sewage, broadband and electricity. The City is part of a technical working group for the needs of the new port of entry.

Cochise County also passed a resolution putting the port of entry in their strategic plan goals. The County Board of Supervisors has committed to set aside $200,000 to fund a master plan for the proposed site.

View Resolution by City of Douglas »
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	City Officials Tour Maquiladora in Sonora, Mexico 
2/28/19
City of Douglas officials visited a state-of-the-art maquiladora (manufacturing facility) in Agua Prieta, Sonora. Hosted by Carlos Fernandez, President of BF & Sons, officials see first-hand how the industry impacts Douglas and the entire region. The maquila industry is the principal employment sector in Agua Prieta, Sonora.
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	Arizona State Transportation Board Meeting in Douglas  

2/15/19

The Arizona State Transportation Board held their February meeting in Douglas. The City of Douglas hosted a welcome reception for the members of the Board the night before the meeting. The transportation board officials were impressed with the progress being made to advance the two-port solution at Douglas.

View minutes from the meeting »
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	Binational Port of Entry Meeting in Agua Prieta, Mexico 

2/8/19
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus Monataño Durazo, Municipal President of the Municipality of Agua Prieta, invited the City of Douglas and the Douglas Regional Economic Development Corporation to participate in a stakeholder meeting and discussion on the two-port solution. During the meeting local, state, and federal officials from Mexico engaged in a discussion on the port of entry and the impacts to the binational community.  Officials on both sides of the border are looking forward to the much needed two-port solution.









	

			Chamber Business News Interviews Chairman Scherden
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Nl DOUGLAS

Enbraciogou Hertage, Avancng o Fulre
March 28,2019

e Honorable Kysien Sinema ‘The Honorable Martha MeSally

S Seate US Senute

17 Han Senate Office Buikding. 40D Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washingion, D.C. 20310 Washingion, D.C. 20510

RE: Reassignment of CBP Stafin to Border Patol,
Dear Senator Sinema and Sentor MeSily

On March 27, 2019, Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Kevin MeAlecnan, announced the
assignment of 750 officers from our pots of eairy o support the activities of the Border Parol. While

& share the concems of the enforcement efforts performed by the Border Patrol,the activities performed
1y the Office of Ficld Operations (OFO) at the ports of entry should ot take aback sat.

Jur ports of entry are als at th forefront of the eforts (0 protect the Homeland. They are gateways for
emendous amounts of rade and tourism and the impacts of the ports of ntry are el far beyond their
ysical Tocaton at the border. At Douglas 257,800 tracks, 17 millon cars and 40 million people
-ossed the border in 2018, The cconomic impact of our ports of enry at Dovglas camno be overstted.

conomic reports indicae that more than $4 bilion worth of trad crosses through Dovglas cach year
The University of Arizona estimated tha Mexican visitors spend over S7.2 million per day throughout
rizona, for n anmual impact o over 326 billion,

Resent cfforts o enhance the enforcement actvitis a the border have already increased aversge wait
mes for cars and pedestrians, with wai times exceeding two hous have been recorded ut Douglas and
o s happening more frequeny. Even Commissoner McAlcenan, during his press conference in El

Paso, Texas on March 27, admited that the reassigning of officers from the ports will esut i incrcased

The final quarter of 2018 saw dramtic decreass at Dougla in volumes of cars and people  the period
ring which the Administrtion deployed additonal resources 0 the border. When we compare border
ossing dat for the fourth quarte of 201K withthe same period of 2017 at Douglas, pedes
2315, cars dropped by 12.3% and total people deopped by 15.2% his drop means that

people crossed at Douglas for the last three months of 2018,

During the announcement by Commisioner MeAleenan, he Himself sresed that the reassigament of
ersonnel would mean longer wai s at ports o eny. We are very afad of the conseguences (o our
el economy and the impacts 0 all of Arzona and the naton from thes decisons.

Longer crosing times fo tracks wil have  severe impact on Just-n-Time manufacturing sructures in
1 manufacturing scctor and th crossing of perishable commanditis. I short, the impacts of dditinal
it s reslting from reduced staffng a many
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A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE

CITY  OF DOUGLAS, COCHISE COUNTY, ARIZONA
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A NON-BINDING
RESOLUTION FOR THE TWO-FORT SOLUTION AT THE
RAUL H. CASTRO PORT OF ENTRY IN THE CITY OF
DOUGLAS, ARIZONA.

WHEREAS, the City of Douglas s a border community and is heavily dependent on irade, fourism sn
imvestment from Mexico for s continued growth:

WHEREAS, the City of Douglas costissously ranks among the fop safestcities in Arizons:
WHEREAS, in 2018, Arizons’s trade in Mexico grew by 7.7% to over $16.7billon:

WHEREAS, in 2018, Douglas was the gateway for 28,000 trucks, 1.7 milion cars, $48,000 pedestrsms
a0 combined 3.97 millon people n sorthbound rafic;

WHEREAS, in 2013, Douglas was the gateway for 3 estimated $4 billon in trade between Arizons
0 Mexico, making it one of Arizona’s principal gateways for trade;

WHEREAS, the Raul H. Castro Port of Entry that connects Doughas, Arizona snd Agua Priet, Somors,
Mexico i an outdated, overburdened and heavily congested faclety

WHEREAS, in alettr from August 24, 2018, the Comemissioner of US Castorns and Border Proection
Sctermined tht the Raul H. Castro Port of Enry s ... undersized  accommodate current raffic snd 50
Jonger meetsthe operational requirements of US Customs and order Protction”,

WHEREAS, the City of Douglas, and i principal stakeholder partners inchuding the Douglas Regions
Economic Development Corporation, the Dougias Indusrial Developmest Autharity and the Douglas
Intermational Port Authoriy, akong with ts key regional partners that inchude Cochise County, and the
ites of Benson, Wikcox, Bisbee and Siera Visa, have boen advocating for a Two-Port Soltion for
Dhouglas” order crossing issues,

WHEREAS, the Two-Port Solution for the Raul H. Casiro Port o Entry, enaik the relocation of sl
sommercial irafic out of the downiown ares 10 3 new port of entry 1o the west and dedicating the
istng port sticlyfor non-commercial operations:

WHEREAS, the US General Services Adminisiration, in partsership with US Customs snd Border
Procction, have determincd that the lomg-term solution o the border crossing issues at Douglas i the
Fwo-Port Solution:

WHEREAS, the proposed new port of enty o the west would be designed and buil 1o embrace the
einciples of the Uified Cargo Processing (UCP) Program, that would house both US and Mexican
ustomms offcals ina single failty and would make i the fist of s kind cn the US-Mexico border,

WIEREAS, the City of Douglas has crested a Port of Estry Technical Team that inclodes
‘cpresentatives from the General Services Administation, the Anzons Department of Transporiation,
Cochise County, the Douglas Regionsl Economic Development Corporaion, the Douglas Industrial
Development Authority and the Douglas International Port Authority snd the principal wiliy servie
roviders i the region: and
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